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Listing of the Claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A system configured to provide user input to an 
application program, comprising: 

a plurality of software input methods that ark independent of the application 
program, each software input method having an in Dut panel configured to receive 
user input based on user interaction therewith; and 

a software input method manager independent of the application program . 



the software input method manager configured to s elect one of the input methods 
based on a state of the application program, to ens ble user interaction with the 
input panel of the input method to provide input to 1he application program. 



2. (original) The system of claim 1 whefein 
communicates the state to the software input methbd 



3. (previously presented) The system 
component external to the application program that 
application and communicates the state to the 



4. (original) The system of claim 1 wheijein the state of the application 
program corresponds to a field having input focus. 



5. (original) The system of claim 4 wherjein 
communicates data corresponding to the field to th£ 



the application program 
manager. 



software 



claim 1, further comprising, a 
determines the state of the 
input method manager. 



the application program 
software input method 
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manager, and wherein the software input method njianager selects the input 
method based on the data. 



6. (currently amended) The system of 
application program corresponds to a field having 



claim 3 wherein the state of the 
i nput focus wh e r e in tho 



app li cat i on program commun i cat e s data corrocpon ding to th e fi e ld to th e software 



input m e thod manag e r , and wherein the software 
the input method based on the data corresponding 



input 



7. (original) The system of claim 1 wheifein 
communicates the key-related data to the software 
software input method configures at least some ke^s 
the key-related data. 



8. (original) The system of claim 7 whef|ein 
communicates the key-related data to the software 
format. 



9. (original) The system of claim 7 wheiiein 
includes a string corresponding to a meaning of at 



method manager selects 
to the field. 



the application program 
nput method, and wherein the 
on the input panel based on 



the application program 
input method via an XML 



the key-related data 
east one variable key. 
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10. (original) The method of claim 1 further comprising, a database of 
previous use input information, wherein the software input method configures at 
least some keys on the input panel based on the previous user input information. 



1 1 . (currently amended) A computer-implemented 
receiving, from an application program, app 
software input method manager, the software inpu 



independent of the application program: 

selecting a selected input method from a pit 
each software input method being independent of 
having an input panel configured to receive user 
therewith; and 

returning data to the application program a 
with the input panel, the input panel having at least 
actuated returns a string of at least two characters 



rality of software input methods, 
t hie application program and 
inbut based on user interaction 

ojresponding to user interaction 
one displayed key that when 
o the application program. 



12. (original) The method of claim 1 1 further 
configuration data in relation to the selected input 
one key on the input panel based on the key configuration 



13. (previously presented) Acomputer-i 
computer-executable instructions for performing thi 



method, comprising: 
ication program state data at a 
method manager being 



comprising, receiving key 
rfiethod, and configuring at least 
data. 



readable medium having 
method of claim 1 1 . 
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14. (currently amended) A computer-implemented 
receiving application program state data at 
manager that is independent of an application 



method, comprising: 
a software input method 
program corresponding to the 



application program state data : 

selecting an input panel based on the application program state data, the 
input panel independent of the application program; 

displaying keys on the input panel to enable user interaction with the input 
panel; and 

returning key data to the application prograrfi corresponding to user 
interaction with the input panel. 



15. (original) The method of claim 14 whlerein 
program state data comprises receiving data corresponding 
from the application program. 



16. (original) The method of claim 14 whlerein 
program state data comprises receiving data corresponding 
from component external to the application prog ran 



17. (original) The method of claim 14 wherein selecting an input panel 
comprises loading an input method. 



in receiving application 
to a communication 



receiving application 
to a communication 
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18. (original) The method of claim 14 
comprises notifying a loaded input method. 



wherein selecting an input panel 



19. (original) The method of claim 14 fuifther 
configuration information corresponding to the statfe 
of the keys on the input panel based on the key cohfiguratii 



20. (original) The method of claim 19 wlierein 
information comprises receiving data corresponding 
application program. 



21 . (original) The method of claim 19 whjerein 
information comprises receiving data corresponding 
component external to the application program. 



22. (original) The method of claim 21 whjerein 
corresponding to the communication from the component 
application program comprises, accessing a database 



23. (original) The method of claim 14 wherein 
application program comprises, returning a string o 
response to a single displayed key being actuated 



comprising, receiving key 
, and configuring at least some 
ion information. 



in receiving key configuration 
to a communication from the 



receiving key configuration 
to a communication from 



receiving data 
external to the 



returning key data to the 
at least two characters in 



6 



►ACE 10/23 * RCVD AT 11/11/2004 4:57:23 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ■ SVR:U8PTO-EFXRF-1/2 » DNIS:872fl306 * CSID:425 836 8957 * DURATION (mm-ss):07-46. 



Nov 11 04 02: 18p Michalik 



(425) 83G-8957 



p. 11 



In re Application of ANDREW, F. 
Serial No. 09/976,186 



24. (original) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for performing the method of claim 14. 
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